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Synopsis

It was darker now, and the city below Faustino’s office was a jazzy dance of neon signs and traffic.
The big man went to the window and looked down at it all, spreading his large hands on the glass.
"No," he said. "It found me." When Paul Faustino of LA NACION flips on his tape recorder for an
exclusive Interview with El Gato - the phenomenal goalkeeper who single-handedly brought his
team the World Cup - the seasoned reporter quickly learns that this will be no ordinary story.
Instead, the legendary El Gato ("The Cat") quietly narrates a spellbinding tale that begins in a
mythic corner of the South American rain forest, where a ghostly but very real mentor, the Keeper,
emerges to teach the gangly boy the most thrilling secrets of the game. Combining vivid imagery
and heart-stopping action, this evocative, strikingly ethereal novel about loyalty, passion, and magic
will haunt readers, regardless of their love for soccer, long after the story is ended. An enthralling
story of a poor and gawky kid who mysteriously becomes the world’s greatest goalkeeper - a

seamless blend of magic realism and exhilarating soccer action.
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Customer Reviews

| read this book for the schools summer reading program. | am a teacher and a former soccer player
and coach. Even though the story as elements of fantasy and the supernatural, and is a sports
story, it is, at its core, a story of family, of struggle, of growing up, and of giving back.The story is
told as an interview between the world’s best goalkeeper and a reporter. Through a long night of
questions and answers, of fantastic stories and life growing up in the rain forest, the man who just

helped his country win the biggest game in soccer, the World Cup final, tells the reporter, and US,



the readers, what is truly important.A must read for soccer fans and sports fan. But also a great read

for anyone who enjoys a story with a message.

This is not just for young adults as the back of the book implies. My son is a 16 year old select
soccer player on a top ten team in the state of Washington and he loved it. So my wife read it and
she liked it as well. So | read it and was surprised at how entertaining the story was. The mystical,
or fantasy element wound around a very realistic story made for a great read. For those who
actually play keeper (also called goalie or goalkeeper), the detailed scenes explaining how the
keeper "reads" the leaning tendencies of the kicker as he shoots are incredible and actually taught
my son, a midfielder, some things about shooting so as not to give away the direction of the shot.
Keepers would get the same insights about shooters. And for those not into the esoterics of soccer

you will surely enjoy the wonderful storyline of the underdog fighting through adversity.

Loved this book! Would be great for middle school kids. It has a great story with a sweet twist at the

end.

This is my 10th grade daughter's summer reading so | read it first. | am also an English teacher. |

read it in one night and enjoyed it.

so | had to read this book for school and when | first saw it | was like oh no it's gonna be those
stupid school books that you don’t get anything from its. | was completely wrong. The first page got
me going and | would finish meals early just so | could go read it. It got you on the edge of your seat

like what's gonna happen next? It was s intense but interesting. | got totally recommend this book!

The author shares his love and knowledge of this sport in a fantasy about a poor boy who is
groomed to be the best Keeper in the world. The writing is so well done that even if you don’t know
soccer, you can picture the action and cheer for the saves! Imbedded in the story is a political cry to
save the Rainforest. That message is effectively delivered but never gets in the way of an exciting

story.

It kept me reading even though this was a school assigned book. | really enjoyed reading it. There

was suspense, but kept you interested and didn’t make you frustrated.



This is a great story for young people. The author just passed away in March 2015, which is terribly

sad. | wanted to write to him, and tell him thanks for an excellent story.
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